INCREDIBLE OBTUSENESS

for pigmies to stand before one who has every
intention of becoming a rapacious pirate very
shortly."

"The sedan-chair is certainly in need of new
shafts," retorted Hien, and drawing his sword
with an expression of ferocity he caused it to
whistle around his head so loudly that a flock of
migratory doves began to arrive, under the im-
pression that others of their tribe were calling
them to assemble.

"Alas!" exclaimed Thang-li, in an accent of
despair, "doubtless the wise Nung-yu was sur-
rounded by disciples all eager that no other
should succour him when he remarked: l A
humble friend in the same village is better than
sixteen influential brothers in the Royal Palace.'
In all this illimitable Empire is there not room
for one whose aspirations are bounded by the
submerged walls of a predatory junk and another
whose occupation is limited to the upper passes
Of the Chun-ling mountains? Consider the poig-
nant nature to this person's vain regrets if by
a couple of evilly directed blows you succeeded
at this inopportune moment in exterminating one
another!" *

" Do not fear, exalted Thang-li," cried Hien,
who, being necessarily somewhat occupied in pre-
paring himself against Tsin Lung's attack, failed
to interpret these words as anything but a direct
encouragement to his own cause. "Before the
polluting hands of one who disdains the Classics
shall be laid upon your sacred extremities this
tenacious person will fix upon his antagonist with
a serpent-like embrace and, if necessary, suffer the
spirits of both to Pass Upward in one breath."